WHAT PASTORS WANT TO KNOW

Dear Pastor,
I am so encouraged that you are reading this and are considering if Capernwray Australia
is right for a young person in your church.
We understand that encouraging someone to attend a program or Bible School means
you want to have full confidence that it will live up to what you would want for them in a
Bible School experience.
You’re likely wondering things like, is Capernwray Australia Biblically sound? Who
lecturers at Capernwray? Is it highly academic or more practical? What is the value of a
non-accredited Bible School program?
I am here to help answer some of these questions.

Firstly its worth saying that no, we are not a cult or have some extreme
selective agendas to propagate. Some wonder where to place Capernwray
in their mind as a non-denomination Bible School. We are grateful to God
to be foundation-ally Christ-centred, Biblically based and missional. We
strongly affirm the local church as Christ’s Bride and desire that every
student returns to their home church with a deep respect and passion for
their home church and local community. We are strongly connected with
the majority of churches in our local area – and require students to attend
a local church while they are with us – usually this would be of the same
or similar to the denomination they attend at home.

Is Capernwray Australia Biblically sound?
Capernwray Australia is a part of the global Torchbearer ministry and
teaches the foundational message of the Gospel. We seek to avoid
majoring on unhelpful nuances or traditions and preach Christ and
Him crucified. While we are proud to welcome students from all
walks of like, we are shamelessly committed to teaching a central
message of the life of Christ as the only source of truth and freedom.
We are confident that any follower of Jesus will feel at home
Spiritually here at Capernwray Australia and that anyone wrestling in
their faith will be graciously cared for and loved. You can find our
statement of faith on our website under the ‘About Us’ tab.

Who are the lecturers at Capernwray?
We are incredibly honoured to have some truly incredible lecturers
come and teach our students. Some of the lectures are taught by our
own staff, some by local Pastors and people in ministry and some we
get in from overseas. Our teaching faculty does change regularly but
has consisted of people such as the Stuart Briscoe, Dr Jerry Benjamin,
Peter Thomas, Charles Price and Peter Reid. We are careful to make
sure that the lecturers have a vibrant personal walk with Jesus and
that they teach Christ from the word faithfully.

"Capernwray has been a transformative
time, changing my perspective from walking
next to God to being fully dependent on
Him."
- Robbie Down, Canada

Is it highly academic or more practical?
Because Capernwray Australia is not an accredited program we are able to keep the Bible School
within reach of almost everyone. We take the Scriptures seriously and have a range of assignments,
but are clear that everything we teach is designed to be lived out in our day to day lives. The
content learnt in the classroom is taught to be demonstrated in real life. The balance between
academic and practical is held well, to allow new believers to discover truth in the word for the
first time while allowing mature believers the chance to dive deeper into His revelation. This is an
accessible and valuable program for every believer.

What is the value of a non-accredited Bible School program?
Participating in one of the programs at Capernwray Australia provides indescribable value to every
student. As you can attest to, spending dedicated time in Scripture alongside other believers can
only leave a person transformed. In addition to the curriculum, living in a community context here
at Capernwray provides learning opportunities all-day everyday. Whether the student is studying,
enjoying God’s Australian creation or helping clean dishes, we see genuine transformation in how
each student relates to God and to others. While Christian education provides a lot of value, we
believe that being a follower of Jesus isn’t just about getting a piece of paper, but about living in
complete availability to the risen Christ, so this is what Capernwray’s programs are all about.
You will be encouraged by how the young people from your church who come back from a time
at Capernwray Australia have grown spiritually and in maturity.

"I knew that coming here was something that I really wanted.
What I didn’t realize until attending BDM, is that this was
something I needed, not just wanted.”
- Bella Burns, Canada

My life is no longer about me anymore, but rather my life belongs
to Him. This has become for me the most pivotal part of my life,
as I continue to deepen my dependence in Christ, and appropriate
the Joy and Hope I can only have in Him alone. Capernwray isn’t
just a place to be, but it’s a place to call home
Anna Prendeville, Australia

We believe in the local church. We seek to compliment the ministry and vision of the
local church by affirming the Bride and allowing students to learn and gain experiences
that will sow back into the church. We’re not disconnected from the local church but are
a single stepping-stone in their discipleship pathway as a support to the ministry of the
local church.

I hope that this addresses some of your initial questions and that you see that
Capernwray Australia is a place for anyone who wants to grow in Jesus. Again, we are
here every step of the way and will support you and every student before, during and
after they finish their time at Capernwray.
If you have any further questions please reach out to us at
office@capernwrayaustralia.org.
We really look forward to meeting your young people here at Capernwray.

